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OBJECTIVES

Recognize God'’s preparation
Process

Connect Preparation to purpose
Create an action plan




THEME SCRIPTURES

Jeremiah 29:11

Romans 8:28

Proverbs 16:3




WHAT WE CAN LEARN:

L God calls every believer to ministry

God has a plan for us all — Jer 29:11

Everything works for our good for those
who love God — Romans 8:28

If we depend on God in whatever we do,
our plans will succeed — Prov 16:3

God made us so that we would do good
works — Ephesians 2:10




WHAT IS PREPARATION?

God’s process of shaping character, competence, and calling.

Choroc’rer

Compe’rence

COIIing




WHAT IS PURPOSE ?

God’s assignment for your life and ministry.

Do you know your assignment?

Take a couple of minutes and talk to one

other person about what you feel 1s God’s
assignment for your life and ministry.




SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES AS PREPARATION

Prayer
Scripture
Bible Study
Worship
Fasting




SERVICE AS PREPARATION

% Serving faithfully where God has
placed you.

% God uses acts of service to
develop our character, skills, faith

and spiritual maturity before

leading us into a greater purpose
or calling.




BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: David

David was a shepherd long before he became king.

David served long before he ruled.
He learned responsibility by caring for the sheep.

He developed courage by fighting lions and
bears.

He learned dependence on God in isolation.

When the time came to face Goliath, David's
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'3 % BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: Joseph

Joseph served in Potiphar's house and
later in prison

Joseph served before he led.
Neither assignment was glamorous, yet he remained faithful.

His preparation came through betrayal, slavery, and prison.
God used these experiences to prepare him to govern Egypt.

LESSON: Service teaches faithfulness even when recognition is absent.

Genesis 39:2




BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: Moses

Moses spent 40 years tending sheep in the wilderness.

Moses served before he delivered.

Moses’ preparatfion was in the wilderness. “
What looked like a delay was actually preparation. f N t‘“\&
He learned patience. ek |
He learned humility.

He learned to follow God'’s voice.
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BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: Jesus

Jesus Christ taught that tfrue greatness comes through service.

Jesus served before He sacrificed.

He washed his disciples feet.

He demonstration that service is not beneath God’'s
people. It is the pathway to spiritual growth.

LESSON: Service is not a distraction from purpose; it is part of
purpose. Mark 10:45




WHAT IS A PATTERN WE SEE IN ALL
THESE EXAMPLES?

o God PREPARES before He

& PROMOTES

o God often prepares us in places of

service before he positions us in
places of influence.




LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Preparation for Kingdom Leadership

God often develops leaders in private before He uses them in
public. Kingdom leadership is not about position; it is about
preparation, character, and obedience.

Character Development
Integrity when no one is watching.
Faithfulness in small responsibilities.
Consistency in prayer and devotion.

Leadership begins with following Christ before leading
others.




LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Preparation for Kingdom Leadership

Service and Stewardship
Serve before seeking

recognition.
Lead through humility.

Use your gifts to build God'’s
Kingdom.




LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Preparation for Kingdom Leadership

Skill Development

Communication
Teaching
Administration
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PREPARATION IN THE
LAY ORGANIZATION AND
THE LOCAL CHURCH

for greater ministry.

Serving in the Lay Organization prepares members for
leadership.

Working on committees develops teamwork and
administrative skills.

Teaching Church School develops spiritual knowledge and
communication skills.

Visiting the sick develops compassion and pastoral sensitivity.

Supporting church ministries develops stewardship and
commitment.




PREPARATION IN THE
LAY ORGANIZATION AND
THE LOCAL CHURCH

Many effective church leaders first learned to serve faithfully
in roles that received little recognition.

Be available to God.

Be accountable to the church.

Be committed to Christ.
Be dedicated to service.
Key Takeaway:

Service is God's classroom for purpose. Before God elevates
us, He often educated us through service. The task you are
performing today may be preparing you for the ministry,

leadership role, or mission God has planned for tomorrow.
Luke 12:48




BARRIERS TO PURPOSE

We can’t get to Purpose if we haven’t gone

through Preparation

o Fear

o Doubt

o Impatience
o Distraction




INTERACTIVE EXERCISE

Break into small groups:
Think of your preparation journey

Take turns and share lessons on your
preparation journey




PERSONAL REFLECTION

What is God preparing you for now?
Write a purpose statement for your journey.

Write down at least 3 specific commitments
you will do on your journey.

Make sure your preparation leads to
purpose.

Purpose begins with surrender.




CLOSING INSPIRATION

o Preparation is never wasted
o My service 1s not a detour for my purpose; it

is preparation for my purpose.

Closing Scripture:

o Philippians 1:6
“Being confident of this very thing, that He

which hath begun a good work in you will
perform ituntl the day of Jesus Christ.”




QUESTIONS???

THANK YOU FOR
THE OPPORTUNITY!




